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A WIDER VISION 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

John 20:19-31 

Jesus Appears to the Disciples 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 

the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said 

to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands 

and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to 

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 

you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive 

the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold 

forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 

 

Jesus and Thomas 

24 Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus 

came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark 

of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 

“Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my 

hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 

28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you 

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet 

have believed.” 
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The Purpose of This Book 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

Please look at the front cover of today’s service folder. See the picture.  

 

At first, you might not be able to tell 

what it is. I wasn’t able to tell what it 

was the first time I saw it. I thought the 

three ovals were some strain of 

bacteria. Those hash marks all around 

the outside of the ovals? Well, aren’t 

those flagellum, the feet by which 

bacteria propel themselves?  

 

But no, this is not an image from a microscope. It’s a picture taken by a satellite, a 

view of the earth that only astronauts get to see. This is the view from above the Dallas-

Ft. Worth Airport. Each one of those three ovals is an airport terminal. If you look 

closely, you might see that each hash mark is really an airplane, an airliner.  

 

Now that you can see it, you believe me. Unless the picture is too small for your 

eyesight, in which case you still might not believe me. But in this case it’s not simply a 

matter of “seeing is believing”. You saw the picture on the cover as soon as you got 

your service folder this morning, and you still didn’t know what it was you were looking 

at. You needed not only to see but you needed someone to show you that the object 

you’re looking at is a lot bigger than you thought.  

 

That’s what Jesus was trying to show Thomas.  
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Thomas was an “I’ll believe it when I see it” kind of person. We don’t know much about 

Thomas, or any of the disciples for that matter, except for Peter. But from the few times 

Thomas is mentioned in the Bible, a pattern of behavior emerges that tells us Thomas 

was realistic, down to earth, practical, didn’t have much patience for foolishness. So, 

when Jesus wanted to go to Bethany, a suburb of Jerusalem, to heal Lazarus, the 

others may have thought it would be all right. Thomas knew better. The last time they 

had been in Jerusalem, Jesus had nearly been grabbed and killed. (John 10:39) So 

Thomas says, “Yeah, let’s go to Lazarus. Let’s go along with Jesus, so that we can all 

get killed along with Him.” (John 11:16)  

 

The night Jesus was arrested; He told the disciples He was going to be leaving them, in 

order to prepare a place for them. He told them they knew the place where He was 

going. Jesus was speaking metaphorically, speaking in symbols, and the disciples may 

not have been all that clear about what Jesus was talking about. But no one called 

Jesus out, except Thomas. “Lord we have no idea where you’re going, so how can we 

know the way?” (John 14:5)  

 

Then, on Easter, Thomas was not with the others when Jesus appeared among the 

disciples alive.  Jesus said, “Peace be with you. Then He showed them His hands and 

side.  He said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone they are 

forgiven. If you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” But where was 

Thomas? Being realistic and practical, he was out, probably looking for another job.  

So, when he got back and they told him what had happened, Thomas said, “I’ll 

believe it when I see it.”  

 

I’ve said the same thing at times. Haven’t you? There’s nothing wrong with it. There’s 

nothing wrong with being realistic. There’s nothing wrong with being a realist. The 

problem comes when our reality is too small. When our vision of what is possible is too 

narrow. When our vision of what God can do and can do through us is too limited. 

When the object we’re looking at, when the object of our faith, namely God, is a lot 

bigger than we thought. But our thinking still hasn’t changed, and we go on as if God 

is small.  That’s when being realistic is a problem.  
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When Jesus showed Thomas His wounds a week later, when Jesus came back and 

invited Thomas to touch the marks in His hands and side, it was about something more 

than just seeing. Jesus wasn’t just giving Thomas the chance to see Him so He would 

believe Jesus was alive. He was inviting Thomas to see what those wounds were 

about. He was showing Thomas that God was a lot bigger than what Thomas had 

thought.  

 

Here was a God so big He was willing to forgive Thomas and the others for 

abandoning Him when He had needed them the most and for denying Him even 

though He had stuck up for them. Here was a God so big He loved them when they 

were unlovable and who forgave them when what they had done to Him was 

unforgivable.  

 

Here was a God so big the tomb could not hold Him but a womb once had. Which 

showed them the nail marks weren’t just nail marks but they were the price God paid 

for the sins of the world. Here was a God so big He could break the power of sin and 

the power of death and the power of despair and the power of hate. This wasn’t just 

about letting Thomas see Him alive. It was about opening the eyes of Thomas’s heart 

to see that Jesus had died for him, rose for him, and would continue to be with him 

wherever the Holy Spirit would lead him in the years to come. 

 

In other words, we have a great big God. I think Douglas Adams may have 

unknowingly pointed to the bigness of God when he said, “The fact that we live at the 

bottom of a deep gravity well, on the surface of a gas covered planet, going 

around a nuclear fireball 90 million miles away, and think this to be normal, is obviously 

some indication of how skewed our perspective tends to be.”  

 

He was saying we simply take for granted what a unique and blessed planet this is and 

how ginormous are the forces at work that keep this planet capable of sustaining life 

at this high level.  
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Our photo from high in earth’s gassy, gravity-pulling atmosphere does not show how 

small we are. Instead, it shows us, it helps us see how big God is. 

 

There is something about our faith in Jesus that involves seeing. Jesus says, “Blessed are 

those who have not seen and yet have believed.” But that didn’t stop Him from letting 

Thomas and the others see Him. In the very next verse John speaks about the signs 

Jesus performed… visible signs of God’s power written down by John so that we can 

read about them so that we may believe. Jesus shows Himself to us in His Word. We 

see Jesus in the Bible.  

 

We see Jesus wherever we gather with our fellow Christians in the name of Jesus. 

“Wherever two or three are gathered in My name,” He said, “there I am in the midst of 

them.” In the Body of Christ, we see Jesus. In the love and the fellowship we enjoy, we 

see what the word Immanuel means: God with us. 

 

We see Jesus in the work we do, in the ministry we conduct in this community. We see 

how folks’ lives change, we see healing take place sometimes in folks’ spirit but 

sometimes in their bodies, too.  

 

Through all three, our reading of the Bible, our being together, and our ministry to 

others, the Holy Spirit gives us a grander vision, a wider vision, a bigger vision of reality, 

of God, and what God-with-us can do. A vision not defined by the past but by the 

possibility of what God can yet do, a vision not governed by scarcity of resources but 

by an abundance of assets not yet tapped, a vision not ruled by remembered hurts 

but set free by forgiveness and reconciliation by the power of the One who came 

alive from death and mercifully returned to the disciples and Thomas and spoke to 

them of forgiveness, who said to them, “Peace be with you.”  

 

Amen 

  


